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WS/FCS  
Unit Planning Organizer 

Subject(s) Social Studies Conceptual Lenses 
Grade/Course 9th Grade 
Unit of Study Middle Ages (2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4. 4.3) 
Unit Title Unit 5: Middle Ages 
Pacing 9 days (block) 

• Power 
• Authority 
• Innovation 
 

 
Unit Overview 

 
 
Points of focus in this unit include the interaction among peoples in Eurasia, the resulting secular and 
religious power struggles, and innovations in agriculture and commercial practices leading to 
increased prosperity and a growing middle class. Students will develop an understanding of: 
 

• Contributions of Empires: the Byzantine Empire 
• Meeting the Needs of the People: legacy of the Eastern Roman Empire and 

establishment of feudalism in Western Roman Empire  
• The Power of Religion: rise of monarchs; religious and secular powers compete for 

authority; religion as a unifying institution; development of absolute power; creation of Islam 
• Religious War: causes and outcomes of Crusades, impact of Islamic culture 
• Transformation of Societies: results of innovations in agriculture and commercial 

practices 
 
 

 
 

Unit Enduring Understanding(s) Unit Essential Question(s) 

  
1. A lack of clear political authority may lead 

to the development of less complex 
political, economic and social systems 
which still provide security and stability. 

2. Even though religion can be a unifying 
force, it can evolve into absolute political 
power.  

3. Interaction among and between nations 
may increase economic, technological and 
cultural achievements. 

4. Agricultural innovations can impact the 
environment and cause population 
pressures that result in political, social, 
and economic changes. 

 

 
1. How do societies recover from a lack of 

clear political authority? 
2. Why can religion become a dominant 

political and social authority? 
3. How do interactions between nations 

impact societies?  
4. How did agricultural innovations impact the 

environment and lead to societal changes? 
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Essential State Standards 

 
Priority Objectives Supporting Objectives 

 
 
WH.H.2.6 Analyze the interaction between the 
Islamic world and Europe and Asia in terms of 
increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, 
and an impact on scientific thought and the arts.  
 
WH.H.3.1 Explain how religion influenced 
political power and cultural unity in various 
regions of the Europe, Asia and Africa (e.g. 
Carolingian Dynasty, Holy Roman Empire, 
Ottoman Empire, Mughal Empire, Safavid Empire, 
etc.).  
 
WH.H.3.2 Explain how religious and secular 
struggles for authority impacted the structure of 
government and society in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa (e.g. Cluniac Reforms, common law, 
Magna Carta, conflicts between popes and 
emperors, Crusades, religious schisms, Hundred 
Years’ War, etc.). 

 
WH.H.3.3 Analyze how innovations in agriculture, 
trade and business impacted the economic and 
social development of various medieval societies 
(e.g.  Feudalism, Agricultural Revolution, 
Commercial Revolution an development of a 
banking system, manorial system, growth of 
towns, etc.). 
 
WH.H.3.4 Analyze how the desire for farmable 
land created conflict and impacted the physical 
environments of Europe, Asia, Africa and the 
Americas (e.g. Agricultural Revolution in Europe, 
Muslim Agricultural Revolution, Mesoamerican 
and Andean agricultural innovations, etc.). 
 
WH.H.4.3 Explain how agricultural and 
technological improvements transformed daily life 
socially and economically (e.g. growth of towns, 
creation of guilds, feudalism and the manorial 
system, commercialization, etc.). 
 

 
WH.H.2.5 Analyze the development and growth 
of major Eastern and Western religions 
(Including but not limited to Buddhism, 
Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism, and Shintoism, etc.). 
 
WH.H.2.9: Evaluate the achievements of ancient 
civilizations in terms of their enduring cultural 
impact. 
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“Unpacked” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

“Unpacked” Skills 
(students need to be 

able to do) 

COGNITION 
(RBT Level) 

WH.H.2.6  
• increased trade, enhanced technology 

innovation, and an impact on scientific thought 
and the arts  
 

WH.H.3.1  
• religion influenced political power and cultural 

unity in various regions of the Europe, Asia and 
Africa 

 
WH.H.3.2  
• religious and secular struggles for authority 

impacted the structure of government and society 
in Europe, Asia, and Africa 

 
WH.H.3.3 

• innovations in agriculture, trade and business 
impacted the economic and social development 
of various medieval societies 

 
WH.H.3.4 

• the desire for farmable land created conflict and 
impacted the physical environments  

 
WH.H.4.3   
• agricultural and technological improvements 
• daily life socially and economically 
 

WH.H.2.6  
Analyze (interaction) 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.1  
Explain (how) 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.2  
Explain (how the impact) 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.3 
Analyze (impact) 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.4 
Analyze (impact) 
 
 
WH.H.4.3   
Explain (transformation) 
 
 

WH.H.2.6  
Analyzing 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.1  
Understanding 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.2  
Understanding 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.3 
Analyzing 
 
 
 
WH.H.3.4 
Analyzing 
 
 
WH.H.4.3  
Understanding 
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Standard(s) 

 

Unit 
“Chunking” & 

Enduring 
Understandings 

Suggested 
Lesson 

Essential 
Questions 

 

Possible Factual 
Content 

(Bold Found in 
Standards) 

 

Example(s) From 
Unpacked Standard 

 
 
Contributions of 

Empires 
 

Empires are 
often measured 
by their lasting 
achievements 

and 
contributions to 

civilization. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

How did the 
achievements 
of the 
Byzantine 
Empire 
influence other 
civilizations? 
 
 
 
 

 
• Byzantine 

Empire 
• Justinian’s 

Code 
• Continuation of 

Eastern Roman 
Empire as the 
Byzantine 
Empire 

• Religious  
Schisms  

     * Orthodox     
       Church 
• Art & Architecture 
    * mosaics 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Byzantine Empire 
influenced the Islamic 
world and Western 
Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WH.H.2.6  
Analyze the 
interaction 
between the 
Islamic world 
and Europe 
and Asia in 
terms of 
increased 
trade, 
enhanced 
technology 
innovation, 
and an impact 
on scientific 
thought and 
the arts.  
 
WH.H.3.1 
Explain how 
religion 
influenced 
political 
power and 
cultural unity 
in various 
regions of the 
Europe, Asia 
and Africa. 
 

WH.H.3.2 
Explain how 
religious and 

 
Meeting the 
Needs of the 

people 
 
When 
government is 
no longer able to 
meet the needs 
of the people, 
alternative 
systems often 
emerge to 
provide stability 
and security. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do 
societies 
respond 
when the 
government 
fails to meet 
their needs? 
 

 
 
• Medieval 
• Early Middle 

Ages 
• Feudalism 
• Results of 

Isolation from 
Advanced 
Civilizations 

• Fall of Western 
Roman Empire 

• Manorialism 
• Ruling Elite 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There were many 
reasons for the 
emergence of 
“feudalism” and the 
development of the 
manor economy and 
political system. 
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The Power of 

Religion:  
Focus on 

Christianity 
 

The struggle for 
political power 
between secular 
and religious 
authorities often 
results in 
economic and 
social changes. 
 
 

 
 
 
How does the 
struggle 
between 
religious and 
secular 
authority 
affect 
society? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
• Secular 
• Monarchs 
• Magna Carta 
• Pope 
 
 

 
  
When there is conflict 
between or within 
societies, change is a 
result. 
 
Absolute power can 
evolve when leaders 
have complete 
authority in religious 
and political matters. 
 

 

 
The Power of 

Religion: 
Focus on Islam 

 
Religious 
cultural unity 
may develop into 
political 
authority. 

 

In the absence 
of a powerful 
secular 
government, 
how does 
religious 
authority fill 
the political 
void? 

 
 
 
 
• Theocracy 
• Bureaucracy 
 

 
 
 
 
Religious beliefs and 
practices allow for the 
development of cultural 
institutions that often 
unite people and 
groups. 
 
 
 

secular 
struggles for 
authority 
impacted the 
structure of 
government 
and society in 
Europe, Asia, 
and Africa 

 
Religious War 

 
Military and 
economic 
Interaction 
between regions 
often leads to 
political, 
economic, and 
social 
innovations. 
 

 
 
 
 

How do 
regional 
interactions 
impact 
societies? 

 
 
• Crusades 
• Islamic Cultural 

Achievements 
• Navigational 

Technology 
• Cultural Diffusion 
• Rebirth of Learning  
  

 
 
The Crusades had 
various causes and 
outcomes. 
 
Interaction between the 
Islamic world and 
medieval Europe 
increased trade, 
enhanced technology 
innovation, and 
impacted scientific 
thought and the arts. 
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Transformation 

of Societies 
 

Innovations in 
agriculture lead 
to societal and 
environmental 
changes. 

 
 
 
How do new 
innovations in 
agriculture 
cause 
societal and 
environmenta
l changes? 
 

 
• Agricultural 

Revolution 
• Slash and Burn 
• Step Terraces 
• Chinampas 
• Three Field 

System 
• Urbanization 
• Population Shift 
• Enclosure 

Movement 
• Crop Rotation 
• Fallow 
 

 
 
Technological 
innovation and 
expanding economic 
activity and markets 
can lead to population 
shifts, urbanization, and 
the development of 
complex economic 
systems. 

 
WH.H.3.3  
 
Analyze how 
innovations in 
agriculture, 
trade and 
business 
impacted the 
economic and 
social 
development 
of various 
medieval 
societies. 
 
WH.H.3.4  
 
Analyze how 
the desire for 
farmable land 
created 
conflict and 
impacted the 
physical 
environments 
of Europe, 
Asia, Africa 
and the 
Americas. 
 
WH.H.4.3  
 
Explain how 
agricultural 
and 
technological 
improvements 

 
 
 
Population shifts 
often result in 
social and 
economic 
changes. 
 

 
 
How do 
population 
shifts 
influence 
commercial 
innovations? 

 
• Artisans 
• Merchants 
• Guilds/Unions 
• Middle-Class 
• Bourgeoisie 
• Towns 
• Industrialization 
• Revival of 

Trade 
• Banking 

Houses and 
Systems 

• Bill of 
Exchange 

• Partnerships 
• Commercial 

Revolution 
• Markets 
• Capital (money) 
 
 

 
 

There are significant 
relationships between 
the “agricultural 
revolution,” population 
growth, industrialization, 
specialization of labor, 
and patterns of land-
holding that encourage 
the growth of towns, 
creation of guilds and 
unions, and changes in 
the feudal and manorial 
systems. 
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transformed 
daily life 
socially and 
economically. 
 

New 
technologies and 
innovations can 
impact quality of 
life. 
 

How did 
technological 
improvements 
change 
societies? 

• Life Span 
• Decline of 

Feudalism and 
Manorialism 

• Universities 
• Commodities 
 

Quality of life may be 
changed as a result of 
a shift in economic 
stability. 
 
 

HISTORY 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

Region 
Agriculture 

CIVICS & 
GOVERNMENT

 
Political 
Systems 

 

ECONOMICS 
 

Prosperity 

CULTURE 
 

Interaction 
Trade 
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Language Objective EXAMPLES 

 
• Key Vocabulary LO:  SWBAT define and explain the terms, feudalism, legacies, 

civilization and cultural diffusion 

• Language Functions LO:  SWBAT explain how societies respond when the government fails 
to meet their needs. 

 
• Language Skills LO:  SWBAT read a passage about the a empire and identify the effects of 

the empire’s achievements and contributions. (Reading passages should be chosen/modified 
in accordance with the LEP students’ zone of proximal development).  

• Grammar and Language LO:  SWBAT use adjectives and adverbs (to add details.) in an 
essay about a particular empire. .   

• Lesson Tasks LO:  SWBAT read and summarize a passage about the Islamic culture and 
explain this summary to a group.   

• Language Learning Strategy LO:  SWBAT develop a cause/effect graphic organizer 
analyzing and identifying the causes and effects of the declining of an empire.  (The 
linguistic load will vary from LEP student to LEP student. Level 1-2 LEP students may need a 
word bank or other supplement to complete this activity using this strategy). 

 
 
 
 

Historical Thinking and Geography Skill Resources 
� “Straight Ahead”                    �“Uphill”                             �“Mountainous” 

Historical Thinking Geography Skills 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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General Unit Resources 
 

SAS Curriculum Pathways 
• #1224 Medieval Europe 
• #1223 Early Islamic Civilizations 
• #1338 Medieval Europe: The Crusades 
• #381 Medieval Muslim Scholars 

Learn 360 
• Feudal Societies 
• A Christian Nation 
• Medieval Awakening 

      Bridging World History    Bridging World History 
• Unit 12: Transmission of Traditions 

      History for us All  http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/ 
• Unit 5: Patterns of Interregional Unity 

 


