
 

WS/FCS  
Unit Planning Organizer 

Subject(s) Social Studies Conceptual Lenses 
Grade/Course 7th Grade • Revolution 

• Rights & Responsibilities 
• Innovation 

Unit of Study Unit 4 
Unit Title Age of Enlightenment and Revolution 
Pacing 20 Days 
 

Unit Overview 
 

 
� Still in the Renaissance time period - focus in on Scientific Revolution 

� Renaissance paves the way for the Scientific Revolution 
� New ideas challenge established knowledge 

• Catholic Church supported Ptolemy’s theory of Earth as center of Universe 
• Copernicus: Heliocentric (Sun centered), was a monk- doesn’t publish while he is alive 
• Kepler expands/proves further � elliptical orbits/atomic theory 
• Galileo – telescope developed to provide more observations to prove previous 

heliocentric theory 
• Sir Isaac Newton: laws of gravity, gravitation theory published 

o Church of England more accepting of new ideas than Catholic Church 
� Society’s response to new theories  

o Galileo’s ideas challenge the beliefs of the Catholic Church, trial, recants his 
observations out of fear of excommunication from church 

o Church of England more tolerant of new ideas (Newton) – shows a decrease in the 
power of the church over public 

� New scientific theories opens the door for other new ideas and philosophies 
� Sir Francis Bacon – Scientific Method 

• Sparks application of REASON to social problems 
� Enlightenment Thinkers 

• Hobbes: supporter of absolute monarchy- people can’t make wise choices {social 
contract opposite} 

• Locke: Natural rights – life, liberty and property; support revolution IF government fails 
to protect individual rights and religious freedom. 

• Rousseau: Social Contract: people are good - their society makes them bad, general will: 
government should reflect desires/ideas of its people. 

• Montesquieu: Checks and Balances, Separation of Powers (limits on power) 
� Creates an environment/mind set open to challenging governments � REVOLUTIONS 

� Political Revolutions  – Time for Change 
� American Revolution:   

• Taxation without Representation 
• Declaration of Independence  
• Bill of Rights & Constitution 
• Montesquieu & Separation of Powers � compare his ideas to their application  



 

� French Revolution:  
• 3 Estates & Unfair Taxation/Representation 
• Estates General, Tennis Court Oath & the role of middle class, Reign of Terror 
• Idea of citizen is created 
• Revolution against the monarchy – Napoleon reverts back to dictatorship. 
• Intended/Unintended Consequences � Social Effects on Common Man 

� Latin American Revolutions: 
• Inspired by American Revolution 
• Haiti – Toussant L’Overture 
• Columbia/Venezuela – Simon Bolivar 
• Effects- kick out colonial powers & prevent future colonization by Europe 

  
 

Unit Enduring Understanding(s) Unit Essential Question(s) 

•  Innovation can lead to revolution. 
 
• Nations which fail to protect rights and 

responsibilities of citizens may experience 
revolution. 

 

• How can innovation lead to revolution? 
 

• How might a nation’s failure to protect 
citizens’ rights and responsibilities lead to 
revolution? 

 

Essential State Standards 
 

Priority Objectives Supporting Objectives 
 

• 7.H.2.1  Analyze the effects of social, 
economic, military and political conflict 
among nations, regions and groups. 

• 7.C&G.1.1  Summarize the ideas that 
have shaped political thought in various 
societies and regions. 

• 7.C&G.1.2  Evaluate how the Western 
concept of democracy has influenced the 
political ideas of modern societies. 

• 7.C&G.1.4  Compare the sources of power 
and governmental authority in various 
societies. 

• 7.C.1.2  Explain how cultural expressions 
influence modern society. 

• 7.C&G.1.3  Compare the requirements for 
and responsibilities of citizenship under 
various governments in modern societies. 

 



 

 

“Unpacked” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

“Unpacked” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

COGNITION 
(RBT Level) 

• 7.H.2.1  the effects of social, 
economic, military and political 
conflict  

• 7.C&G.1.1  ideas that have 
shaped political thought. 

• 7.C&G.1.2  the Western 
concept of democracy  

• 7.C&G.1.4  sources of power 
and governmental authority  

• 7.C.1.2  how cultural 
expressions influence modern 
society. 

 
 

• 7.H.2.1  Analyze social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict  

• 7.C&G.1.1  Summarize the 
ideas that have shaped 
political thought  

• 7.C&G.1.2  Evaluate the 
Western concept of 
democracy  

• 7.C&G.1.4  Compare the 
sources of power and 
governmental authority  

• 7.C.1.2  Explain cultural 
expressions influence 
modern society. 

 
 

7.C.1.2   

Understand  

7.C&G.1.4   

Understand  

7.C&G.1.2   

Evaluation  

7.H.2.1 

Analyze  

7.C&G.1.1  
Understand  

 
 

 

Essential Vocabulary Enrichment Vocabulary 
• philosophy 
• revolution 
• contract 
• tolerance 
• constitution 
• rights 
• reason 
• consequences 
• theory 
• enlighten 

• Laissez-faire 
• Inalienable 
• Deist 

Enrichment Factual Content 
• Ockham’s Razor 
• Roundheads 
• Toussaint L’Ouverture 
• Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite 
• Declaration of the Rights of Man 
• Encyclopedists 
• Continental System 
• Montesquieu 

 

 

 



 

 
Unit “Chunking”  

& Enduring 
Understandings 

 
Suggested Lesson 

Essential Questions 

 
Potential Factual Content North Carolina 

Essential 
Standards 

Scientific 
Revolution 
New ideas often 
face opposition as 
they challenge 
established 
knowledge.   

How did the Renaissance 
pave the way for the 
Scientific Revolution? 

• Rise of Humanism 
• Increase in knowledge 

and education 
• Access to works of 

ancient Greece and 
Rome 

• Willingness to ask 
questions 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

How did the theories of 
scientific thinkers challenge 
accepted knowledge about 
the universe? 

• Ptolemy’s theory- 
Geocentric 

• Copernicus- Heliocentric 
• Kepler- elliptical orbit, 

atomic theory 
• Galileo- telescope 
• Newton- Law of Gravity 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

How did the religious 
community respond to 
these new theories about 
the universe and nature? 

• Catholic Church  
• Heresy 
• Church of England 
• Tolerance 

7.C&G.1.4  
Compare the sources 
of power and 
governmental 
authority in various 
societies. 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

Enlightenment 
Innovation in one 
field of study can 
lead to change in 
other areas of 
society. 

How did Sir Francis Bacon’s 
introduction of the Scientific 
Method influence society? 

• Sir Francis Bacon 
• Scientific Method 
• Reason 
• Applying reason to social 

problems 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

What were the ideas of the 
Enlightenment that began to 
shape political thought in 
Europe and beyond? 

• Hobbes- absolute 
monarchy, separation of 
church & state, people are 
greedy and bad by nature 

• Locke- Natural Rights, 
revolution acceptable if 
government fails to protect 
individual rights & 
freedoms 

• Rousseau- Social 
Contract, General Will 

• Montesquieu- checks and 

7.C&G.1.1  
Summarize the ideas 
that have shaped 
political thought in 
various societies and 
regions. 



 

balances, separation of 
powers 

How did the Enlightenment 
influence society? 

• Encourages individuals to 
think, question and 
challenge 

• People begin to challenge 
governments and their 
actions 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

Revolutions 
Revolutions are 
often the result of 
citizens desiring 
more rights and 
freedoms. 
 

American Revolution   

Why were the American 
colonists unhappy with 
British rule? 

• Taxation without 
representation 

• Trade restrictions 
• Limitations on individual 

rights 
• England’s neglect of the 

colonies 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 
 
7.C&G.1.2  
Evaluate how the 
Western concept of 
democracy has 
influenced the political 
ideas of modern 
societies. 
 

What political ideas shaped 
the founding documents of 
the United States of 
America? 

• Locke’s Two Treatises- 
right to revolution 

• Natural Rights 
• General Will 

7.C&G.1.1  
Summarize the ideas 
that have shaped 
political thought in 
various societies and 
regions. 

7.C&G.1.2  
Evaluate how the 
Western concept of 
democracy has 
influenced the political 
ideas of modern 
societies. 

How do Montesquieu’s 
ideas on separation of 
power compare to how they 
were applied in the 
American government? 

• Separation of Powers 
• Checks and Balances 

7.C&G.1.1  
Summarize the ideas 
that have shaped 
political thought in 
various societies and 
regions. 

French Revolution   

Prior to the French 
Revolution, what was the 
social structure in France? 

• Three Estates 
• Monarch 
• Nobility 
• Commoners 

7.C.1.1  Explain how 
culture unites and 
divides modern 
societies and regions. 

 



 

What complaints did the 
Third Estate have with the 
French monarchy and what 
actions did they take to 
create change? 

• Laws they have not 
agreed to 

• Unequal representation 
in Estates General 

• Unequal taxation 
• Laws that restrict 

positions & offices 
commoners could fill 

• Unjustified arrests and 
imprisonments 

• National Assembly 
• Tennis Court Oath 
• Storming of the Bastille 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

 

How did the goals of the 
Third Estate change once 
the Jacobians assumed 
gained control of the French 
Revolution? 

• National Convention 
• Declare France Republic 
• Suffrage for all men 
• Reign of Terror 

7.C&G.1.4  
Compare the sources 
of power and 
governmental 
authority in various 
societies. 

 

Did Napoleon create a 
government that matched 
the goals of the French 
Revolution? 

• Order, Security, and 
Efficiency replaced 
Liberty, Equality, and 
Fraternity 

• Napoleonic Code 
replaced many of the 
reforms of the 
Revolution 

• Declared himself Consul 
for life and held vote to 
elect himself 

7.C&G.1.4  
Compare the sources 
of power and 
governmental 
authority in various 
societies. 

 

What were the 
consequences of the 
French Revolution? 

• Use of political terror 
• Social mobility 
• Citizen army 
• New religious tolerance 
• Rights as privilege to 

civilian rights 
• Absolute monarch 

replaced by emperor 
• Napoleonic Code 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

 

Latin American   

How were Latin American 
countries inspired by the 
American Revolution? 

• Liberty and equality 
inspired independence 

• Social class struggles 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 



 

and discontent  political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

 

What were the effects of the 
Latin American revolutions? 
 
 
 

• Haiti- Toussant 
L’Overture 

• Columbia/Venezuela/ 
Ecuador- Simon Bolivar 

• Expelled colonial powers 
• Prevented future 

colonization by Europe 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

7.C.1.1  Explain how 
culture unites and 
divides modern 
societies and regions. 

 

Sub Concepts  

HISTORY 
 
Conflict 
Change 
Nationalism 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

Region 
 

CIVICS & GOVERNMENT 
 
Citizenship 
Rule of Law 
Governmental Systems 

ECONOMICS 
 
Standard of Living 

CULTURE 
 
Values & 
Beliefs 

 

 

Language Objective EXAMPLES 
 

• Key Vocabulary LO:  SWBAT define and explain the terms revolution, rights, and 
constitution. 

• Language Functions LO:  SWBAT explain how innovations in a society can lead to 
revolution.   

 
• Language Skills LO:  SWBAT read two passages two different Enlightenment thinkers and 

identify the similarities and differences between the two.  (Reading passages should be 
chosen/modified in accordance with the LEP students’ zone of proximal development).  

• Grammar and Language LO:  SWBAT use comparatives in writing assignments (more than, 
less than, greater, shorter, longer, etc.) by comparing the American Revolution and the 
French Revolution.   

• Lesson Tasks LO:  SWBAT read and summarize a passage about the rise of Napoleon 
Bonaparte and explain this summary to a group.   

• Language Learning Strategy LO:  SWBAT develop a cause/effect graphic organizer 
analyzing and identifying the causes and effects of the French Revolution.  (The linguistic 
load will vary from LEP student to LEP student. Level 1-2 LEP students may need a word bank 
or other supplement to complete this activity using this strategy). 

 



 

 

 

 

 


