
 

WS/FCS  
Unit Planning Organizer 

Subject(s) Social Studies Conceptual Lenses 
Grade/Course 7th  • Culture 

• Cultural Expression 
• Political Power 

Unit of Study Renaissance and Reformation (14th – 17th C.) 
Unit Title A Changing World 
Pacing 12 Days 
 

Unit Overview 
 

� Economic Opportunity created by the Black Death & Fall of Constantinople 
� Commoners gain more independence as feudalism weakens 
� Opening of new trade routes & closing of old ones 
� Need for banking 
� Medici family  

� one example of power from wealth 
� used wealth to be a patron of the arts 

� Arts Florish 
� Sponsored by wealthy patrons 
� Main artists/works 

• DaVinci, Michaelangelo, Raphael, Donatello, Divine Comedy 
� Renaissance spreads from Italy  

• Shakespeare 
� Thoughts shift 

� Changes in thought create changes in art which creates more changes in thought 
� Movement from sacred to secular 

� Humanism 
� Shift from divine right to “power at any cost”  

� Machiavelli’s “The Prince” 
• Justifies the power of wealthy families like the Medici 

� Shift from Latin to the local vernacular 
� Technology spreads the new thoughts 

� Gutenberg and the Printing Press 
� People now have access to, and can read/understand, literature & Bible 
� Importance of education increases along with increase in individual understanding 
� People begin to question power and the status quo 

� Martin Luther & 95 Theses 
• Exposure of church corruption of power 

♦ Indulgences, purchasing of church offices, relics, etc. 
� Power Shifts 

� Lutheranism � Calvinism 
� John Calvin 

� Pope � Princes 
� Individuals still not choosing religion yet- princes control religion for their lands 

� Establishment of powerful hereditary monarchs (Spain, England, France) 
� Struggle to be most powerful monarch 

 

 



 

Unit Enduring Understanding(s) Unit Essential Question(s) 

• Cultural expression influence societies. 
• Political power does not always rest in the 

hands of governmental authorities. 

• How do cultural expressions influence 
societies? 

• How does culture divide societies? 
• Which groups held political power during 

this time of change and how did they use 
that power to their advantage? 

 

Essential State Standards 
 

Priority Objectives Supporting Objectives 
 

• 7.C&G.1.4  Compare the sources of power 
and governmental authority in various 
societies. 

• 7.C.1.2  Explain how cultural expressions 
influence modern society. 

 

• 7.H.2.3  Explain how increased global 
interaction accelerates the pace of 
innovation in modern societies. 

• 7.E.1.3  Summarize the main 
characteristics of various economic 
systems. 

• 7.C&G.1.1  Summarize the ideas that 
have shaped political thought in various 
societies and regions. 

 
 

“Unpacked” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

“Unpacked” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

COGNITION 
(RBT Level) 

• 7.C&G.1.4  the sources of power 
in various societies. 

• 7.C.1.2  how cultural 
expressions influence modern 
society. 

 
 
 

• 7.C&G.1.4  Compare the 
sources of power 

• 7.C.1.2  Explain how cultural 
expressions influence modern 
society. 

 

7.C.1.2   

Explain  

7.C&G.1.4   

Compare  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Essential Vocabulary Enrichment Vocabulary 
• patrons 
• indulgences 
• secular 
• expression 
• relic 
• status quo 
• theocracy 
• sacred 
• reform 
• corruption 

• linear perspective 
• realism 
• radical 
• doctrine 
• vernacular 

Enrichment Factual Content 
• Calvinism / Predestination 
• Thomas More / Utopian society 
• Council of Trent 
• Ignatius of Loyola / Jesuits 
• Lutherans 
• Jewish Persecutions 

 

 
Unit “Chunking”  

& Enduring 
Understandings 

 
Suggested Lesson 

Essential Questions 

 
Potential Factual Content North Carolina 

Essential 
Standards’ 

Economic 
Opportunity 
Economic power 
often leads to 
political power. 

How did the Black Death 
and the Fall of 
Constantinople create 
economic opportunities in 
Europe? 

• Weakened feudalism 
• Opening of new trade 

routes 
• Trade flourishes 
• Need for banking 
• Land ownership no 

longer the only measure 
for nobility 

7.H.2.4  Analyze the 
economic, political, 
and social impacts of 
disease in modern 
society. 

 

7.E.1.1  Explain how 
competition for 
resources affects the 
economic relationship 
among nations. 
 

How did the Medici family 
gain and use their power 
and wealth? 

• Owned Europe’s largest 
bank during 1400’s 

• Wealthiest family in 
Florence 

• Governmental control 
• Patron of arts 

7.C&G.1.4  
Compare the sources 
of power and 
governmental 
authority in various 
societies. 

 

Arts Flourish 
 

Who were the main artists, 
writers and inventors of the 
Renaissance? 

• DaVinci 
• Michaelangelo 
• Raphael 
• Donatello 
• Divine Comedy 
• Northern Renaissance 
• Shakespeare 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

Thoughts Shift 
Cultural 
expressions often 

How did Renaissance art 
reflect a change in beliefs 
and values of the people? 
 

• Sacred 
• Secular 
• Humanism 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 



 

reflect the culture 
of the society. 

How did the work of 
Machiavelli influence how 
people viewed political 
power? 
 

• The Prince 
• Shift away from divine right 
• Power at any cost 
• Justifies the power of the 

Medici family and others 
like them 

7.C&G.1.1  
Summarize the ideas 
that have shaped 
political thought in 
various societies and 
regions. 

 

Technology 
Spreads the 
Word 
Cultural 
expressions often 
influence society. 

How did the invention of 
the printing press impact 
society? 

• Gutenberg 
• Moveable metal type 
• Access to books and 

knowledge increased 
• Ideas developed and 

spread more quickly than 
ever before 

7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

Why did Martin Luther 
write the 95 Theses? 

• Reform of the Catholic 
church 

• Selling of indulgences 
• Purchasing of church 

offices 
• Relics 
• Corruption 
• 95 Theses 
• Protestants 

7.C.1.1  Explain how 
culture unites and 
divides modern 
societies and regions. 
 
7.C.1.2  Explain how 
cultural expressions 
influence modern 
society. 

 

Power Shifts 
Cultural 
expressions often 
influence society. 

How did the Reformation 
create shifts in power? 

• 95 Theses printed and 
spread 
• Lutheranism 
• Calvinism 
• Pope  
• Princes 
• Creation of strong 
hereditary monarchs in 
Spain, England, France 

7.C&G.1.4  
Compare the sources 
of power and 
governmental 
authority in various 
societies. 

 

Sub Concepts  

HISTORY 
 
Revolution 
Change 
Innovation 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Movement (of ideas) 

CIVICS & 
GOVERNMENT 
Reform 
Authority 
 

ECONOMICS 
 
Trade 

CULTURE 
 
Art  
Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Language Objective EXAMPLES 
 

• Key Vocabulary LO:  SWBAT define and explain the terms patrons, indulgences, secular, 
and reform. 

 
• Language Functions LO:  SWBAT explain how the printing press influenced society.   
 
• Language Skills LO:  SWBAT read two passages about abuses of power by the Catholic 

Church and identify the similarities and differences between the two.  (Reading passages 
should be chosen/modified in accordance with the LEP students’ zone of proximal 
development).  

• Grammar and Language LO:  SWBAT use adjectives in writing assignments to describe the 
art created during the Renaissance.  

• Lesson Tasks LO:  SWBAT read and summarize the main points of Luther’s 95 Theses  and 
explain this summary to a group.   

• Language Learning Strategy LO:  SWBAT develop a cause/effect graphic organizer 
analyzing and identifying the causes and effects of the invention of the printing press.  (The 
linguistic load will vary from LEP student to LEP student. Level 1-2 LEP students may need a 
word bank or other supplement to complete this activity using this strategy). 

 


