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Student Assignment

Winston-Salem/Forsyth County 
Schools operates a “controlled choice” 
assignment plan. Students are assigned 
to schools based on where their parents 
or guardians live, but students in elemen-
tary and middle schools can choose from 
among the schools in their zones.

If the parents are divorced or legally 
separated, the child is assigned to the 
school based on where the parent who has 
primary custody lives. Proof of address (a 
deed, lease, or utility bill) is required for 
enrollment. For the residential school and 
zone of any address in Forsyth County, 
FDOO�WKH�6WXGHQW�$VVLJQPHQW�2IÀFH�DW�
748-3302, visit the school system’s web-
site, wsfcs.k12.nc.us, or Student Assign-
ment’s website, www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/
choice.

New residents are guaranteed enroll-
ment in their residential school, but those 
in elementary or middle school may re-
quest to enroll in any school within their 
zone as long as space is available.  

Parents who want to choose a school 
for their child other than their residential 
school may do so each spring during the 
Schools of Choice period. The period is 
announced at schools and on the school 
system’s website, wsfcs.k12.nc.us. Infor-
mation about the Choice period is mailed 
to the parents’ address or sent home with 
the child. 

Once an assignment is made, it con-
tinues for a minimum of one school year 
unless there is a change in the student’s 
residence, a medical need or a disciplin-
ary reason for a transfer. After a student 
has been assigned to a school, he or she 
may stay there for the remaining grades.

Choosing a School
The school system offers an array of 

options for students – elementary and 
middle schools with different themes, or 
areas of emphasis; countywide magnet 
schools; special schools serving students 
with disabilities; and alternative schools 
that offer environments different from the 
typical classroom setting.

Elementary and Middle Schools
Elementary and middle school students 

may attend their residential school, apply 
to a magnet school, select another school 
within their zone during the choice period 
or apply for transfers to schools outside 
their attendance zone.

Students can apply to magnet schools 
in January. Magnet schools offer special-
ized courses of study and draw students 
from around the county. More informa-

tion about magnet schools can be found 
on page 4.

The choice period usually is held in 
February, and choice of any school other 
than your residential school is subject to 
space available.

Siblings are assigned to the same 
school if the parents request it. Transpor-
tation is provided to any school within a 
student’s zone if he or she lives more than 
1.5 miles from the assigned school. 

After the choice period, elementary 
and middle school students may request 
an out-of-zone transfer to a school in 
another zone for the next school year.  
Students will be granted out-of-zone 
transfers to schools with available space 
XQWLO�D�VFKRRO�LV�ÀOOHG�WR�LWV�FDSDFLW\��
Transportation is not provided to schools 
in another attendance zone. 

Finally, parents may request a special 
transfer for a good and substantial cause. 
A request for a special transfer may be 
PDGH�DW�DQ\�WLPH�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQLÀ-
cant change in the student’s or family’s 
circumstances. Parents may not request 
a special transfer to a school within their 
attendance zone. Transportation is not 
provided.

Requests for a special transfer must 
be submitted in writing to the principal 
of the school the student is attending. 
All special transfer requests are subject 
to the review of the appropriate assistant 
superintendent, who will monitor them 
to ensure fairness and equity. If a student 
has been the victim of a violent criminal 
offense while in or on the grounds of his 
current school, the student will be guar-
anteed a transfer to a school within his or 
her zone immediately. For more informa-
tion, see Policy 5117.

Students who receive a special or out-
of-zone transfer can be reassigned to their 
residential school if they do not comply 
with the system’s attendance policy, do 
not make passing grades or do not exhibit 
exemplary conduct. 

High Schools
High school students are assigned to 

their residential school. They may request 
a choice transfer once each school year 
during the transfer period, which is usu-
ally held in February. Approved transfers 
are valid for the remaining grades at the as-
signed school. Students may continue in 
the school of the former residence if the 
family moves. Transportation is not pro-
vided to any schools other than residential 
or magnet schools.

Requests made outside the choice 
transfer period for high-school students 

must be submitted in writing to the as-
sistant superintendent of high schools, 
who monitors them to ensure fairness and 
equity. If a student has been the victim 
of a violent criminal offense while in or 
on the grounds of his current school, a 
student will be guaranteed a transfer to 
another immediately. For more informa-
tion, see Policy 5117.

Students approved for a transfer must 
provide their own transportation, comply 
with the system’s attendance policy, make 
passing grades and exhibit exemplary 
conduct. 

Federal “No Child Left Behind” 
Transfer Rules

In addition to the school system’s 
student assignment policy, the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 gives 
parents the right to choose another school 
for their child in some instances.

Students attending schools that meet 
the following criteria are guaranteed 
a transfer to an elementary or middle 
school within their zone or to another 
high school in the county.
��Adequate yearly progress. If a Title 
I school does not make adequate yearly 
progress (AYP) for at least two consecu-
tive years, a student attending that school 
is guaranteed a transfer to a school within 
his or her attendance zone that made AYP. 
If no school in an attendance zone made 
AYP, the student shall be guaranteed a 
transfer to a school in an adjacent zone.
��Persistently Dangerous. If a student’s 
VFKRRO�KDV�EHHQ�LGHQWLÀHG�DV�´3HUVLVWHQWO\�
Dangerous” by the state Board of Educa-
WLRQ�DV�GHÀQHG�LQ�3ROLF\�66�$������D�VWX-
dent is guaranteed a transfer to a school 
within his or her zone or to a high school 
that is not “persistently dangerous.” If a 
student has been the victim of a violent 
criminal offense under state law at his 
current school or on school grounds, he 
is guaranteed a transfer to a school within 
his zone immediately.

Students with Disabilities
In general, parents of students who 

have disabilities may participate in 
school choice. However, students who are 
placed in low-incidence or self-contained 
programs to meet their special needs may 
be limited to the schools where the pro-
grams are provided. To the extent practi-
cal, the school system provides a range of 
special education programs and services 
in each attendance zone. 

A student who has a medical need, 
physical illness, handicap or disability 
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Elementary School Zones and 
Themes

All schools emphasize basic academic 
skills, provide instruction in computer 
technology, teach individual responsibil-
ity, stress character and self-discipline as 
keys to success, and encourage parents 
to become a positive part of their child’s 
education.

All schools are subject to the ABCs of 
Public Education, a statewide account-
ability program. 

Zone 1
��&DOHE·V�&UHHN��$�&RQQHFWHG�&DPSXV
��)RUHVW�3DUN��0DWKHPDWLFV�DQG�6FLHQFH
��+DOO�:RRGZDUG��&RPPXQLFDWLRQV��
��6HGJH�*DUGHQ��0DWKHPDWLFV�DQG�6FL-

ence
��8QLRQ�&URVV��7UDGLWLRQDO�$FDGHP\

Zone 2 
��&DVK��6FKRROZLGH�(QULFKPHQW�DQG�0XO-

tiple Intelligences
��.HUQHUVYLOOH��$�7RWDO�/HDUQLQJ� 

Community
��3HWUHH��&RUH�.QRZOHGJH��,QWHJUDWHG�$UWV
��3LQH\�*URYH��6FLHQFH�DQG� 

Communication

Zone 3 
��$VKOH\��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH�

Primary Years Program
��,EUDKDP��$HURQDXWLFV�$FDGHP\
��0LGGOH�)RUN��6FKRRO�RI�'LVFRYHU\
��0LQHUDO�6SULQJV��5HQ]XOOL�$FDGHP\�RI�

Arts and Technology
��:DONHUWRZQ����&V�ï�&XUULFXOXP��&KDU-

acter, Career and Community

Zone 4
��*LEVRQ��:ULWLQJ�DQG�3XEOLVKLQJ
��1RUWK�+LOOV��7UDGLWLRQDO�$FDGHP\
��2OG�5LFKPRQG��$�3HUIHFW�)LW
��2OG�7RZQ��*OREDO�$FDGHP\
��5XUDO�+DOO��&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�ZLWK�'LV-

WDQFH�/HDUQLQJ

Zone 5
��-HIIHUVRQ��'LVFRYHULQJ�0DWK�DQG�6FL-

ence
��.LPEHUOH\�3DUN��0DWKHPDWLFV�DQG�6FL-

ence 
��6KHUZRRG�)RUHVW��6FLHQFH�DQG�9LVXDO�

Arts
��6SHDV��&LYLF�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG����������

0XOWLPHGLD�/HDUQLQJ
��9LHQQD��&RPPXQLFDWLRQV

Zone 6 
��%UXQVRQ��:RUOG�&XOWXUHV�DQG�&RPPX-

nication
��&RRN��7HFKQRORJ\�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV
��0HDGRZODUN��([SORULQJ�0DWK�DQG�6FL-

ence through Technology
��6RXWK�)RUN��(VVHQWLDO�6NLOOV�IRU�WKH�

Future
��:KLWDNHU��:KHUH�([FHOOHQFH�6WDUWV

Zone 7 
��%ROWRQ��([SORUDWLRQ
��'LJJV�/DWKDP��$UWV�DQG�*OREDO�6WXGLHV

��/HZLVYLOOH��6FLHQFH
��0RRUH��0XOWLSOH�,QWHOOLJHQFHV
��0RUJDQ��+HDWK��6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\
��6RXWKZHVW��&RPPXQLW\��&KDUDFWHU�DQG� 

Communications

Zone 8 
��&OHPPRQV��*OREDO�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV
��(DVWRQ��$FDGHPLF�$FFHOHUDWLRQ�DQG�

Enrichment
��*ULIÀWK��0DWK�DQG�6FLHQFH
��.LPPHO�)DUP��3UREOHP�%DVHG�/HDUQLQJ
��.RQQRDN��$FDGHP\�RI�7HFKQRORJ\�DQG�

International Studies
��:DUG��$GYHQWXUHV�LQ�/HDUQLQJ

Middle School Zones and 
Themes

All schools emphasize basic academic 
skills, provide computer technology, teach 
individual responsibility, stress character 
and self-discipline as keys to success, and 
encourage parents to become a positive 
part of their child’s education.

All schools are subject to the ABCs of 
Public Education, a statewide account-
ability program. 

East Zone
��(DVW�)RUV\WK��0XOWLSOH�,QWHOOLJHQFHV
��.HUQHUVYLOOH��3URMHFW�*HQHVLV
��:LQVWRQ�6DOHP�3UHSDUDWRU\�$FDGHP\��

Academic Academy 

Midwest Zone
��-HIIHUVRQ��$Q�$FDGHPLF�9LOODJH
��3DLVOH\��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�%DFFDODXUHDWH�

Middle Years Programme
��:LOH\��:KHUH�/HDUQLQJ�LV�IRU�/LIH

Northeast Zone
��+DQHV��*LIWHG�	�3UH�(QJLQHHULQJ�

Academy
��0LQHUDO�6SULQJV��0DJQHW�IRU�$UWV�DQG�

/HDGHUVKLS
��:DONHUWRZQ��7KH�&DUHHU�DQG�7HFKQRO-

ogy Academy

Northwest Zone
��+DQHV��*LIWHG�	�3UH�(QJLQHHULQJ�

Academy
��0LQHUDO�6SULQJV��0DJQHW�IRU�$UWV�DQG�

/HDGHUVKLS
��1RUWKZHVW��$&(�1HWZRUN��$FKLHYH-

ment, Character Education and  
Environmental Science

Southeast Zone
��&DOHE·V�&UHHN��$�&RQQHFWHG�&DPSXV�

(6th grade only)
��(DVW�)RUV\WK��0XOWLSOH�,QWHOOLJHQFHV
��+LOO��0DJQHW�IRU�9LVXDO��3HUIRUPLQJ��

0HGLD�DQG�/LWHUDU\�$UWV
��6RXWKHDVW��$�)XWXUH�)RFXV�6FKRRO

Southwest Zone
��&OHPPRQV��3UHSDUDWRU\�$FDGHP\
��)ODW�5RFN��7KH�$SROOR�3URMHFW�
��0HDGRZODUN��&RQQHFWLQJ�IRU�([FHOOHQFH
��3KLOR��*OREDO�7HFKQRORJ\�DQG�/DQJXDJH�

Immersion

may be assigned to a school in order to 
provide a reasonable accommodation 
for his or her need. The student’s physi-
FLDQ�PXVW�SURYLGH�D�YHULÀHG�VWDWHPHQW�
describing the medical need, handicap, 
or disability and the medical advantages 
expected if the transfer is granted.

Changes of Residence
Students whose families have con-

tracted to purchase, build or lease a home 
and who will move in by Nov. 1 can be 
assigned at the beginning of the school 
year to the school serving the new home.

Students who move out of the county 
during the school year may remain at 
the same school for the remainder of 
the school year. Transportation is not 
provided. They also must pay $1,975 in 
tuition once they live outside of Forsyth 
County. 

Students who move out of their at-
tendance zone, but still reside in Forsyth 
County, may continue to attend their 
current school for the grade span of the 
school. Transportation is not provided.

Athletic Eligibility. A student who 
moves within Forsyth County during a 
sports season will be ineligible for inter-
scholastic athletics at the new school in 
the same sport for the remainder of that 
sport’s season. If a student or a student’s 
parents believe that this will create an un-
due hardship, they may request a waiver 
XQGHU�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�5HJXODWLRQ���������
which is on page 39 of this handbook.

Homeless Children. The school 
system provides a free, appropriate 
public education to any homeless child 
living within Forsyth County. The school 
system is committed to creating a climate 
of acceptance for homeless students and 
their families. Students can continue their 
education in their school of origin if their 
family becomes homeless between aca-
demic years or during an academic year. 
,I�VWXGHQWV�ÀQG�SHUPDQHQW�KRXVLQJ�GXULQJ�
an academic year, the school system will 
allow them to attend their school of origin 
for the rest of the academic year. In addi-
tion, a homeless student can enroll in any 
school that serves the attendance area in 
which he or she lives.

– Policy 5117
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Magnet Schools 

The Winston-Salem/Forsyth County 
school system has 18 magnet school pro-
grams in all, with seven at the elementa-
ry-school level, six at the middle-school 
OHYHO�DQG�ÀYH�DW�WKH�KLJK�VFKRRO�OHYHO�

Transportation from anywhere in 
Forsyth County is available to Ashley El-
ementary, Atkins High, Brunson, Diggs-
/DWKDP�(OHPHQWDU\��+LOO�0LGGOH��-RKQ�
)��.HQQHG\�+LJK��.RQQRDN�(OHPHQWDU\��
Mineral Springs Elementary and Middle, 
Moore Magnet, Paisley Middle, Parkland 
High, Philo Middle, Reynolds High and 
the high-school and middle-school pro-
grams at the Winston-Salem Preparatory 
Academy.

Admission to all schools is by applica-
tion. If more students apply than a school 
has space for, a lottery will be held for 
admission.

For more detailed information about 
magnet schools, please call 727-2519 or 
visit www.wsfcsmagnets.net. 

– Policy and AR 5117

Ashley Elementary�LV�FHUWLÀHG�WR�RIIHU�
the International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years program, a rigorous course of study 
based on international standards. The 
program teaches internationalism, foreign 
language, global communication and pre-
Algebra concepts. This program serves as 
a gateway to the Paisley Middle Years IB 
program.

Brunson Elementary uses science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
through the nationally known program, 
Engineering is Elementary. Brunson 
prepares students for the 21st century by 
challenging students to evaluate real-
world problems and potential solutions 
through project-based lessons. Engineer-
LQJ�LV�D�QDWXUDO�ÀW�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��ZKR�HQJL-
neer informally every time they build or 
take something apart to see how it works. 
The school also houses the district’s 
highly gifted elementary program.

Diggs-Latham Elementary offers 
broad ranges of academic and arts enrich-
ment activities. Students adopt partner-
ships with schools in other countries 
through global networking and by using 
their problem-solving and critical-think-
ing skills. Through the arts, students learn 
skills that help them and work creatively. 
The arts team provides direct instruction 
in theater, band, orchestra, piano, chorus, 
art and dance. 

The Downtown School serves students 
whose parents live or work in the down-
town area; it does not have a regular at-

tendance area. The school features small 
classes, experiential learning, extended-
day programs and extensive use of com-
munity resources. The school will add a 
seventh grade in 2011-12 as the second 
step in a three-year transition to becom-
LQJ�D�.���VFKRRO��3DUHQWV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�
volunteer weekly. 

Konnoak Elementary’s students study 
international languages, cultures and 
histories using sophisticated technology 
tools. A partial immersion program in 
Mandarin Chinese program is offered to 
students in kindergarten, giving them an 
opportunity to learn lifelong communica-
WLRQ�VNLOOV��.RQQRDN�LQWHJUDWHV�WHFKQRORJ\�
in all subject areas in all grades.

Mineral Springs Elementary focuses 
on arts and technology. Teachers use child 
psychologist Joseph Renzulli’s theories 
that a wider variety of talents should be 
LGHQWLÀHG�DQG�QXUWXUHG�LQ�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�
all cultures and socioeconomic back-
grounds.

Moore Magnet is the school system’s 
oldest magnet school. It stresses multiple 
intelligences and learning styles, team 
teaching and an exploratory, hands-on 
approach. Technology, theme-based 
integrated instruction, student-centered 
areas of strength, and interactive lessons 
contribute to students’ successes.

Hanes Middle is the only middle 
school in the county that offers Project 
/HDG�WKH�:D\��D�SUH�HQJLQHHULQJ�SURJUDP�
that is taught as an elective. The school 
also emphasizes gifted education. 

Hill Middle�FRQWLQXHV�'LJJV�/DWKDP·V�
emphasis on visual and performing arts, 
VXFK�DV�GDQFH��GUDPD��ÀOPPDNLQJ�DQG�
music. State-of-the-art facilities include 
D�ÀOPPDNLQJ�ODERUDWRU\�DQG�LQVWLWXWH��D�
fully equipped dance studio and mu-
sic technology lab, and a professional 
auditorium with expert sound and lighting 
systems.

Mineral Springs Middle focuses on 
arts and leadership to prepare students to 
reach their highest intellectual, physi-
cal, emotional and social potential. Arts 
opportunities include visual art, drama, 
orchestra, band, chorus, dance and pho-
tography.

Paisley Middle continues the themes 
of Ashley Elementary. The school is 
authorized by the International Bacca-
laureate Organization to offer the Middle 
Years Programme. The school develops 
students’ attitudes, knowledge and skills 
as they learn about their own and others’ 
cultures. Students have the opportunity 
stay for grades 9 and 10, then continue 

their studies at Parkland High. 
Philo Magnet Academy offers 

instruction in Mandarin Chinese, interna-
tional business and world culture. These 
programs promote academic excellence 
and cultural awareness. All students are 
required to take a foreign language.

Atkins High offers unique electives 
in science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM). With course strand options 
focusing on biotechnology, pre-engineer-
LQJ�DQG�VFLHQWLÀF�YLVXDOL]DWLRQ��WKH�VFKRRO�
prepares students to meet the challenges 
and demands of a global marketplace.  
Many different offerings or “majors” 
DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�KDYH�ÀUVW�KDQG�H[SHUL-
ences with a number of STEM college 
ÀHOGV�RI�VWXG\�

John F. Kennedy High gives students 
the opportunity to graduate with technical 
skills and plans for the future. Students 
FKRRVH�IURP�DPRQJ�IRXU�DFDGHPLHV��FRQ-
struction and design, creative enterprises, 
health sciences and restaurant manage-
PHQW��-RKQ�)��.HQQHG\�ZLOO�RIIHU�VPDOO�
class sizes, internship opportunities and 
hands-on experiences working alongside 
SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FDUHHU�ÀHOGV�

Parkland High is the only high school 
LQ�)RUV\WK�&RXQW\�FHUWLÀHG�WR�RIIHU�,QWHU-
national Baccalaureate classes. Students 
who earn an IB diploma can receive ad-
vanced college standing or scholarships, 
depending on the college or university 
they attend. Parkland also has a cultural 
arts strand of study.

Reynolds High is a magnet school 
for the visual and performing arts. The 
program integrates the arts into core 
academic areas to provide students with 
increased opportunities for creativity, 
originality and critical thinking.

Winston-Salem Preparatory Acad-
emy offers middle school and high school 
programs that utilize Bill and Melinda 
*DWHV�)RXQGDWLRQ�UHVHDUFK�ZLWK�VXSSRUW�
from the Thurgood Marshall Foundation. 
The goal for each student is to graduate 
high school and attend college. 

Classes are limited to about 100 stu-
dents, so classes are small and students 
learn in an atmosphere of interest and 
trust. Students are required to complete 
grade-level projects, service projects and 
individual portfolios. They also ben-
HÀW�IURP�WKH�VFKRRO·V�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�
:LQVWRQ�6DOHP�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�

Special Schools
These schools focus on daily living 

skills, communication and occupational 
preparation. Special-school students are 
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WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�KDYH�JUHDW�GLIÀFXOW\�IXQF-
tioning in a less restrictive environment.

The Centers for Exceptional 
Children 

The Centers for Exceptional Children is a 
FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�:6�)&6�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�
Way of Forsyth County that oversees The 
Children’s Center and The Special Children’s 
School. Children served have disabilities that 
include Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, spina 
ELÀGD��WUDXPDWLF�EUDLQ�LQMXU\�DQG�DXWLVP�VSHF-
trum disorders.

Both schools use a team approach to prepare 
children educationally and therapeutically. 
Both schools employ full-time nurses to meet 
the needs of medically fragile children. The 
centers serve more than 200 children who are 
engaged in the very important process of learn-
ing and growing.

The Children’s Center has served children 
with a variety of special needs, predominately 
SK\VLFDO�GLVDELOLWLHV��IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV���
The school serves children from birth through 
11 years old with developmentally appropri-
ate educational and therapeutic interventions.  
Preschool classes include typically developing 
children who play and learn side by side with 
their disabled peers. A regular kindergarten 
class that is open to children throughout For-
syth County creates additional diversity.

The Special Children’s School serves chil-
dren with special needs from 3 years old to 11 
years old in an inclusive environment. Inclu-
sion allows children with and without special 
needs to model and interact with each other. 
Children at The Special Children’s School are 
served by highly specialized staff in a nurtur-
ing environment.

Lowrance Middle School
/RZUDQFH�VHUYHV�DERXW�����PLGGOH�VFKRRO�

aged exceptional children who have moderate 
WR�VLJQLÀFDQW�QHHGV��

A low teacher-to-student ratio and extensive 
support personnel help meet the unique needs 
of each student.

A functional curriculum, assistive technolo-
gy and auxiliary services augment the standard 
curriculum. Students also participate in classes 
such as life skills, adaptive P.E., computer lab, 
art and music.  
/RZUDQFH�LV�FRQQHFWHG�WR�+DQHV�0LGGOH�

School, providing opportunities for social 
interaction with non-disabled peers.

Carter High School
Carter is a life-skills high school that uses a 

functional curriculum instead of the standard 
course of study. Students may enroll in the life-
VNLOOV�KLJK�VFKRRO�DV�VSHFLÀHG�LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW·V�
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). Students 
HQUROOHG�LQ�WKH�IXQFWLRQDO�FXUULFXOXP�VSHFLÀHG�

E\�WKH�,(3�WHDP�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�D�JUDGXDWLRQ�FHUWLÀ-
cate upon successful completion of their program. 
It opened last year in a new building on the cam-
SXV�RI�-RKQ�)��.HQQHG\�+LJK�6FKRRO�

Alternative Learning Programs 
and Schools

The school system offers a variety of different 
learning possibilities to students who have not 
been successful in a traditional classroom setting. 

Kids+
.LGV��LV�D�WKHUDSHXWLF�SURJUDP�IRU�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�

VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�HPRWLRQDO�GLIÀFXOWLHV�WKDW�LQWHUIHUH�
with their learning. It is a collaborative effort that 
teaches emotional and social skills. Classes are 
located at Cook Elementary.

ESL Academy
7KH�(6/�$FDGHP\�VHUYHV�PLGGOH��DQG�KLJK�

school students who have recently arrived in the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�FDQQRW�VSHDN�(QJOLVK�DQG�DUH�
not literate in their native languages. Students 
may attend the academy for one year. It is housed 
in the Downtown Marketplace, adjacent to the 
Downtown School.

CREST and CHOICE
CREST and CHOICE are therapeutic programs 

IRU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�ÀUVW�WKURXJK�QLQWK�JUDGHV�H[SHUL-
HQFLQJ�HPRWLRQDO�GLIÀFXOWLHV�WKDW�LQWHUIHUH�ZLWK�
learning. Both provide structured classrooms 
with additional therapeutic services. Students are 
referred by their schools and/or their therapists.

Alternative Learning Centers (ALCs)
$/&V�DUH�ORFDWHG�DW�DOO�WUDGLWLRQDO�PLGGOH�

VFKRROV�DQG����KLJK�VFKRROV��$WNLQV��&DUYHU��(DVW�
)RUV\WK��*OHQQ��0RXQW�7DERU��1RUWK�)RUV\WK��
Parkland, Reagan, Reynolds, Walkertown and 
West Forsyth. Students who have committed 
/HYHO�,,�RU�,,,�GLVFLSOLQH�RIIHQVHV�DUH�DVVLJQHG�WR�
$/&V��6SHFLDO�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�XWLOL]HG�
to assist students in a self-contained setting. Stu-
GHQWV�W\SLFDOO\�VWD\�LQ�$/&V�IRU����GD\V�DQG�FDQ�
return to regular classrooms after satisfactorily 
completing assignments.

Evening Scholars’ Program at Carver
The Evening Scholars’ Program is an alterna-

tive program located at Carver High School that 
serves students who have dropped out and live 
in the Carver zone. Students can return to school 
and earn their high school diploma through the 
program.

The Kingswood School at The 
Children’s Home
7KH�.LQJVZRRG�6FKRRO�LV�D�MRLQW�YHQWXUH�EH-

tween WS/FCS and The Children’s Home serving 
VWXGHQWV�LQ�JUDGHV������ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�RU�PHQWDO�
health diagnoses in two buildings on the Chil-

OPENING AND  
CLOSING TIMES

Elementary Schools 
7:35 a.m. – 2:35 p.m.

7:55 a.m. – 2:25 p.m.

8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

8:05 a.m. – 2:35 p.m.

8:10 a.m. – 2:40 p.m.

8:20 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.

8:25 a.m. – 2:55 p.m.

8:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Children’s Center
7:55 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Downtown School
8:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

The Special Children’s
School

7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
�

Middle Schools 
7:25 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Hanes/Lowrance, Hill and 
Paisley

7:55 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. 

Mineral Springs
8:20 p.m. – 3:05 p.m.

Kennedy Middle Grades
7:25 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

�
High Schools

8:55 a.m. – 3:40 p.m.

Winston-Salem
 Preparatory Academy
8:10 a.m. – 3:05 p.m.

John F. Kennedy High
8:25 a.m. – 3:10 p.m.

Atkins High
8:40 a.m. – 3:25 p.m.

Career Center: 
 First period begins 

at 8:10 a.m.

Regular day
9:21 a.m. – 3:10 p.m.

Extended Day 
       5 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Carter High
8:55 a.m. to 3:40 p.m.

Students should not arrive on 

campus more than 30 minutes 

before the day begins and 

should leave within 15 minutes 

of the end of the student day. 

—Policy 6112
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dren’s Home campus. Most students will 
be referred to the school through his/her 
IEP process or a mental health referral, 
or assigned to the school through the 
discipline process. Students will study 
the N.C. Standard Course of Study and 
receive therapeutic services as required.

Main Street Academy
Main Street Academy is an alternative 

learning school for students in grades 
������6WXGHQWV�DUH�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�VFKRRO�
as a result of violating the Student Code 
of Conduct. After completing a suc-
cessful grading quarter and meeting 
academic, attendance, and behavioral 
goals, students may be considered for 
recommendation to a traditional school. 
Students at Main Street Academy receive 
instruction aligned to N.C. Standard 
Course of Study.

Community Involvement 
Program

This program is for students who have 
been given long-term suspensions or 
expelled. It provides them with life skills 
training, volunteer opportunities, educa-
tional resources and therapeutic services. 
CIP is a voluntary, self-motivating, fast-
track program that gives students the 
opportunity to demonstrate responsible 
behavior and show that they are ready to 
return to traditional schools sooner than 
the end of their suspension or expulsion. 

John F. Kennedy High School 
-RKQ�)��.HQQHG\�+LJK�6FKRRO�KDV�

several alternative programs for middle 
VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV��7KH�VFKRRO�KDV�D������
student/teacher ratio and a support 
network of counselors, a social worker 
and a parent-involvement coordinator to 
assist and support students and families.

The Gateway Program serves stu-
dents in sixth through eighth grades that 

dents experience hands-on learning, have 
internship and service learning opportuni-
ties, and may participate in related clubs 
and organizations. Successful program 
completion allows students in some areas 
to place out of related introductory commu-
nity college courses.

The Career Center will begin the 2011-
12 school year at its current campus at 
�����0LOOHU�6WUHHW��7KH�VFKRRO�ZLOO�PRYH�WR�
LWV�QHZ�ORFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�.HQQHG\�&DPSXV�DW�
910 Highland Court by January 2012. 

Early College of Forsyth
Early College is a joint program of WS/

FCS and Forsyth Technical Community 
&ROOHJH��,Q�ÀYH�\HDUV��VWXGHQWV�FDQ�FRP-
plete the requirements for a N.C. high 
school diploma while earning college 
credits that may lead to an early completion 
of an Associate’s degree. All courses are 
located at Forsyth Tech.

Forsyth Middle College
 Middle College provides high school ju-

QLRUV�DQG�VHQLRUV�ZKR�DUH�DW�OHDVW����\HDUV�
old the opportunity to earn a high school di-
ploma in a non-traditional setting.  Middle 
College classes are fast-paced and require 
students to master the curriculum. Students 
may also earn college credit by taking dual 
enrollment courses. There are no outside 
sports teams or school clubs.  All classes 
are held on Forsyth Technical Community 
College campus.

Attendance
Excused absences    

One of the most important things a par-
ent or guardian can do is to make sure his 
or her child attends school regularly. While 
some absences for illness are unavoid-
able, nothing can replace the educational, 
cultural and social contacts that students 
experience in class. 
6WXGHQWV�EHWZHHQ�DJHV���DQG����DUH�

required by law to attend school. Five- and 
��\HDU�ROGV�ZKR�DUH�HQUROOHG�LQ�VFKRRO�DUH�
also required to attend unless they are with-
drawn from school. Children are expected 
to be at school every day unless sick or 
otherwise excused. 

The State Board of Education allows 
H[FXVHG�DEVHQFHV�IRU�WKHVH�UHDVRQV�

1. Illness or injury;
2. Quarantine;
3. Death in the immediate family;
4. Medical or dental appointments;
5. Court or administrative proceedings;
���5HOLJLRXV�REVHUYDQFHV��DQG
7. Educational opportunity.

STARTING THE DAY
Every school provides the opportu-

nity for students to recite the Pledge 

of Allegiance every day and to 

provide instruction on the meaning 

DQG�KLVWRULFDO�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�ÁDJ�DQG�
Pledge.

The Board of Education also autho-

rizes the observance of a moment of 

silence at the beginning of each day 

in all grades to foster an environ-

ment that is conducive to learning.

VFRUHG�DW�/HYHO�,�RU�,,�RQ�HQG�RI�JUDGH�
tests. The students are accepted by ap-
plication and receive intense, integrated 
and individualized instruction in the 
core subject areas to boost their overall 
achievement and test scores. The students 
attend school for 195 days and an extra 
hour each day.

Learning Enrichment Accelera-
tion Program (LEAP) serves students 
in sixth through eighth grades that have 
been retained or are over age for their 
grade. These students are accepted by ap-
plication and have the opportunity to take 
two grade levels of course work in one 
extended school year of 195 days with 
an extra hour each day. All students on 
JUDGH�OHYHOV�RI��WK��WK�DQG��WK��WK�KDYH�
one year to successfully complete the 
requirements to “leap” to their appropri-
DWH�JUDGH��6WXGHQWV�LQ��WK��WK�/($3�WDNH�
ninth grade courses and receive high 
school credit if they meet the require-
ments of passing the course and the EOC.  
-RKQ�)��.HQQHG\�+LJK�LV�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�

of transformation as it becomes a small 
career technical education high school 
serving grades 9-12.  The school shares a 
campus with Carter High School and the 
new Career Center that will open in the 
2011-12 school year.

Career Center 
Career Center has operated as an 

extension of regular high school pro-
JUDPV�VLQFH�������,W�RIIHUV�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
academic environment and unique learn-
ing opportunities for students from across 
Forsyth County in a college-like setting.  
6WXGHQWV�PDLQWDLQ�WKHLU�DIÀOLDWLRQ�ZLWK�
their home high schools while complet-
ing Career Center courses. Transportation 
is provided from all home high schools to 
the school. More information is available 
at wsfcs.k12.nc.us/careercenter.

Advanced Placement (AP) courses 
are offered at the Career Center in art and 
music, English, science, social studies, 
math and foreign languages. These are 
highly challenging, college-level courses 
for which students may earn college 
credit. Students take a national AP exam 
at the end of each course. 

Career and Technical Education 
courses are open to juniors and seniors 
interested in an academic challenge 
LQ�FDUHHU�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�ÀHOGV��&RXUVHV�
are offered in health occupations, early 
childhood, carpentry, electricity, auto 
body and technology, Cisco network-
ing, cosmetology, aviation, culinary arts, 
commercial art, television/digital media, 
radio broadcasting, and photography. Stu-
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HELPLINE
1-866-559-5621

:6�)&6�RIIHUV�D�FRQÀGHQWLDO�
way to report concerns about 

the safety, security and integ-

rity of all its schools.

Call the Helpline to report 

unethical conduct, harass-

ment, violence and any other 

safety issue.

,W·V�WROO�IUHH��FRQÀGHQWLDO��
and available 24/7.

You also can make reports 

online at:

www.integrity-helpline.com/
WSFCS.jsp

SAFETY
Keeping all students safe 

is a primary responsibility 

of our schools and de-

pends on the cooperation 

of students, parents, staff 

and the community.

Each school has a safety 

team of teachers and 

other staff members that is 

responsible for developing 

D�VSHFLÀF�VDIHW\�SODQ�IRU�
the school and identifying 

and reporting possible 

hazards.

Because most students 

ride school buses, parents 

should remind students 

of proper bus behavior, 

including waiting at the 

designated area, showing 

respect for the bus driver, 

keeping all parts of their 

body and other objects in-

side the bus, and keeping 

the bus clean.

Parents can help school 

staff by reporting unsafe 

situations and by  

cooperating with security 

measures such as sign-

LQJ�LQ�DW�WKH�RIÀFH�DQG�
wearing ID badges when 

visiting a school.

If possible, arrange in advance for absences 
other than those for illness so that a student 
can begin to make up the work that will be 
missed. A principal may approve certain 
absences other than those listed above if re-
quested in advance, preferably in writing.

A student participating in an approved 
school activity away from the school (such as 
D�ÀHOG�WULS��DWKOHWLF�FRQWHVW��PXVLF�IHVWLYDO�RU�
student convention) is not considered absent. 

A student must be present 50 percent of 
the student day to be eligible to participate in 
extracurricular activities or athletic events on 
that day. 

Students who have been absent should bring 
written explanations from their parents or 
guardians. If the homeroom teacher does not 
receive such a note, the absence is recorded 
as unexcused. The principal may require a 
statement from the student’s physician about 
an illness.

– Administrative Regulation 5110

Religious observances
Students, upon written request from their 

parents, will be granted an excused absence 
to observe a religious holiday or to participate 
in off-campus religious instruction or wor-
ship exercises. However, students shall not be 
excused to participate in off-campus religious 
instruction or worship exercises for more than 
two hours a day.

It is the student’s duty to make up work.

Makeup work
Makeup work after an absence can include 

material covered in class or other work. It 
does not have to be the same as the lessons 
missed. Please ask that makeup work be as-
signed if a child has missed two or more days.

Students who have been suspended for 10 
days or less are responsible for making up 
exams and other required course work.

Late arrivals and early withdrawals
When students arrive at school late or leave 

early, they miss out on some of the instruc-
tional program. Such comings and goings also 
interrupt teaching for other students in the 
class.
8QGHU�WKH�ODZ��LW�LV�WKH�SDUHQW·V�RU�JXDUG-

ian’s duty to require a child to attend school 
IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�VFKRRO�GD\��/DWH�DUULYDO�RU�HDUO\�
withdrawal may be excused for medical and 
dental appointments, illness or injury, death in 
the immediate family, court or administrative 
hearings, and valid educational opportunities, 
such as travel, if approved in advance by the 
principal.

Students may not leave school early for 
private lessons or tutoring, unless the tutorial 
program is part of a special-needs student’s 
Individual Education Plan.

Students who accumulate 10 unexcused tardies 
for being late to school will be given one unex-
cused absence.

There is no provision in state law or local 
policy that allows children to be withdrawn from 
school early as a convenience.

Excessive absences – Compulsory 
Attendance Law
,I�D�FKLOG�XQGHU�DJH����KDV�three or more un-

excused absences in a year, his or her parent or 
JXDUGLDQ�ZLOO�EH�QRWLÀHG�E\�SKRQH��H�PDLO��8�6��
mail or by a note sent home with the student.
,I�D�FKLOG�XQGHU�DJH����KDV six or more un-

excused absences, his or her parent or guardian 
ZLOO�EH�QRWLÀHG�DQG�PD\�EH�SURVHFXWHG�XQGHU�WKH�
state’s compulsory attendance law if the absences 
or tardiness cannot be excused. The compulsory 
DWWHQGDQFH�ODZ�DSSOLHV�WR�VWXGHQWV�DJHV���WR�����
as well as students in kindergarten through sec-
ond grade enrolled in a public school. A copy of 
the notice sent to parents will be sent to a school 
social worker, who may investigate the reasons 
for the student’s non-attendance.
,I�D�FKLOG�XQGHU�DJH����KDV�10 or more unex-

cused absences the parent or guardian will be 
QRWLÀHG�LQ�ZULWLQJ�DQG�ZLOO�EH�LQYLWHG�WR�PHHW�
with the principal or assistant principal and the 
school’s social worker to determine whether a 
good faith effort was made to comply with the 
&RPSXOVRU\�$WWHQGDQFH�/DZ��6FKRRO�RIÀFLDOV�
will talk with a child’s parent or guardian about 
the reasons for the child’s excessive absences and 
ways to improve his or her attendance. School 
RIÀFLDOV�PD\�GHFLGH�WR�UHIHU�WKH�PDWWHU�WR�WKH�
District Attorney or the juvenile court. 

If a high school student is absent from school 
RU�DQ\�FODVV�ÀYH�WLPHV��WKUHH�IRU�WKH�&DUHHU�
Center) during a grading period (whether or not 
the absences are excused or unexcused), the 
student’s absences are considered excessive and 
several actions will be considered, including 
whether to give the student an incomplete or a 
grade of F for the course. 

High school students who have 10 absences 
in a school year, whether excused or unexcused, 
may have their parking privileges revoked.

Athletic eligibility will be revoked if a middle 
or high school student is absent 10 days or more 
in a semester.

If a child will be unable to come to school four 
weeks or more because of injury, illness, preg-
nancy or other disability, ask the school coun-
selor if a homebound teacher can be assigned. 
The teacher will go to the home or to the hospital 
to help the child keep up with schoolwork.

– Policy and Administrative Regulation 5110


