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We look forward to working with parents and students as 
partners in education.

Sincerely.

Carol Montague-Davis
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Middle schools continue to move from good to great. The 
faculty, staff, students and administrators have enjoyed an 
H[FLWLQJ�\HDU�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�QXPHURXV�KRQRUV�DQG�DZDUGV�

This handbook, In the Middle, has contributed to the out-
standing performance of schools in the middle school divi-
sion. The handbook gives information to students and parents 
about middle grades. It is organized by grade level to make 
LW�HDVLHU�WR�ÀQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ��$�JORVVDU\�LV�LQFOXGHG�IRU�KHOS�
in understanding common words and phrases associated with 
middle school. The section “Getting Ready For High School” 
details important steps for eighth-graders to take in prepara-
tion for high school. The curriculum section has lists of sug-
gested books that many middle school students enjoy reading.

The middle school division is committed to the guiding 
principles for middle-level education: a rigorous and chal-
lenging curriculum, a safe and supportive environment, 
committed educators trained in middle-grades education, a 
caring adult-child relationship for every student, and effec-
tive parent-school-community communication. Our goal is to 
have successful schools for all adolescents.

Letter from the Assistant Superintendent

Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools Guiding Principles for  
Middle-Level Education

Safe and supportive envi-
ronment

Educators trained and committed to middle 
level education

An opportunity for every child to have a 
caring and men-
toring adult-child 
relationship

Promote effective and 
cooperative parent-school 
communication, high lev-
els of parent involvement 
with opportunities for 
business and community 
involvement with each 
middle school

Rigorous and challenging 
curriculum for all
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The middle school years come with their own vocabulary. 
Some common words and phrases:

$�%�'D\�FODVVHV� Rotation of classes for electives.

$FDGHPLFDOO\�*LIWHG� Classes offered at all schools. The 
Highly Academically Gifted (HAG) program is housed at 
Hanes Middle School.

$JHQGDV� Planners/calendars divided by academic subjects 
that allow students to record assignments. This is also a 
tool for parent/teacher communication.

$5� Accelerated Readers.

&DEOH��� Channel on Time Warner Cable that airs educational 
programs and information about current school events.

&RUH�FODVVHV� Math, science, language arts and social studies. 
Courses in these subjects are required for all students in 
middle school.

(QFRUH�FODVVHV� Elective classes such as art, music, physical 
education and foreign language.

(QJOLVK�DV�D�6HFRQG�/DQJXDJH��(6/�� Instruction in 
(QJOLVK�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�GLIÀFXOW\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
speaking, reading or writing English because it is not their 
primary language. ESL classes are offered at Clemmons, 
East Forsyth, Flat Rock, Hanes, Hill, Kernersville, Mineral 
Springs, Northwest, Philo, Southeast and Wiley. Students 
new to this country are tested at the Newcomer Registra-
tion Center, which is at the Downtown Marketplace. The 
ESL Academy at the Winston-Salem Preparatory Academy 
VHUYHV�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�FDQQRW�UHDG�RU�ZULWH�ÁXHQWO\�LQ�(QJ-
lish or their native languages.

(2&V� End-of-course tests given in June to students in high-
school classes such as Algebra I and Geometry.

(2*V� End-of-grade tests given in May to sixth-, seventh- 
and eighth-graders in reading and math. Eighth-graders 
also take an end-of-grade test in science.

([FHSWLRQDO�&KLOGUHQ� All schools offer instruction that sup-
ports and parallels state standards to the extent possible. 
Each student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP) is the basis 
for instruction. Students with greater needs are served at 
Lowrance Middle.

([WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV� Programs and activities beyond 
a school’s curriculum, including athletics, academic clubs 
and activities.

)XWXUH�5HDG\�&RUH�&RXUVH�RI�6WXG\� Once students reach 
high school, they must meet the requirements of the Fu-
ture-Ready Core Course of Study to graduate. It includes 
21 total credits, including four English credits, four math 
credits, four science credits and three social studies credits.  

+RPHEDVH�KRPH�URRP� Time for attendance to be taken.

+RQRU�UROO� Students must have averages of 3.0 or better and 
no Ds or Fs.

,QWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�XQLWV� Academic units covering multiple 
core subjects.

,QWHUQHW� The school system’s website is wsfcs.k12.nc.us. 
Schools also have their own websites.

Middle School Glossary 
,QWHUVFKRODVWLF�DFWLYLWLHV� Competition between middle 

schools in academics and sports. Academic com-
petitions include Battle of the Books, MathCounts, 
National Academic League, Odyssey of the Mind, 
Science Olympiad and Spelling Bee. Sports include 
boys and girls soccer, volleyball, basketball and 
track. All students may compete in academic activi-
ties; sports are limited to seventh- and eighth-grad-
ers. These may vary according to school.

,QWUDPXUDOV� Sports and activities organized within the 
school. These are open to all grade levels and may 
vary according to school.

,W·V�0\�&DOO� A voluntary alcohol- and drug-testing 
program. Participation is a family decision.

,66� In-school suspension.

0DJQHW�VFKRROV� Schools with specialized programs 
that serve students across the district. Students apply 
to the schools, which offer dedicated programs such 
as arts and leadership. More information about mag-
net schools is on page 30.

0LGGOH�VFKRRO�FRQFHSW� The belief that successful 
middle schools include being centered on adolescent 
needs, interdisciplinary teaming, advisory programs, 
varied instruction, exploratory programs, and a tran-
sition program between elementary school and high 
school.

0LGGOH�VFKRRO�WKHPHV� Each middle school has a 
WKHPH�WKDW�KHOSV�GHÀQH�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�WKDW�VFKRRO��
See information about individual schools for their 
themes.

1DWLRQDO�$FDGHPLF�/HDJXH��1$/�� An academic com-
petition between schools that uses questions based on 
national standards. 

1DWLRQDO�-XQLRU�+RQRU�6RFLHW\� For students who 
meet academic requirements and are invited to join. 
Please ask your counselor for details.

3DUHQW�$GYLVRU\�&RXQFLO� Group made up of one par-
ent from each school that meets monthly with the 
superintendent of the school system.

3DUHQW�$VVLVWDQW��The online system that allows you 
to keep up with your child’s homework assignments, 
grades and other school activities on a daily basis. 
Ask your child’s school for your login and password.

3DUHQW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� Includes work samples, school 
RU�WHDP�QHZVOHWWHUV�DQG�ÀHOG�WULS�IRUPV��ZKLFK�DUH�
sent home weekly. Progress reports for core courses 
are sent out every three weeks. Encore class reports 
are sent out mid-quarter. Schools also use their own 
websites and automated phone calls to communicate. 

37$�RU�376$� Parent-Teacher Association or Parent-
Teacher-Student Association.

7HDPLQJ� Students are assigned to a group of teachers 
to share their core subjects.


